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The following journal entries belong to a former native, and perhaps even 
ancestor, of the small area of Waubeek, Samuel Benjamin Washburn during the 

early 1860's. Within his journal, he talks about living his life in the rural vicinity of 
Waubeek,  the ups and downs with the events that led up to the Civil War, and 
the Presidential election of one of the legendary presidents, Abraham Lincoln. 
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 Journal Entries From 1860..... 
 

  
Journal Entries Of 
      Samuel Benjamin Washburn 
        Resident of the city of Waubeek - 1860 
 
   
The following journal entries were provided by the Washburn family, to Dick & 
Judy Schlosser, who are the owners of the farm where Waubeek was located, and 
where Samuel lived from the years 1860-1863. 
 
  
April 11, 1860 
 
    A fine day and no error. If it don't rain before long I am no prophet. I go to the 
Camp in the morning. Hope to be able to get down some logs before long. Sent 
down  a lot of things on the Chippewa Falls to day. The President [James 
Buchanan] protests against the special committee investigating his doings. He is a 
consummate old dotard. "Not fit to govern me not fit to liar." 
 
April 30, 1860 
 
    Cold as Greenland this morning. Some new logs coming in to the boom. I go to 
Hay River this evening. 
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May 10, 1860 
 
    I came down from Hay River today. Left the rear of the drive at the "Ford" the 
most of the logs are between Menomonie Falls. We have had a hard drive this 
spring low water and big logs. My feet are badly blistered and I can just get 
around and that is about all. Hot today 87" in the shade. 
 
  
June 10, 1860 
 
    Got the drive all in last night and a fine lot of logs we have got the best that 
were ever in the boom. The river has been to [sic] high to saw for a week but is 
failing. A fine day today cool and comfortable. Had a call the day before yesterday 
from Eliza and Mrs. French. I must go to the farm this week if I can find time. It 
look like more rain. 
 
 
June 17, 1860 
 
    Wet and rainy this morning. Steamer Chippewa Valley came in here this 
morning. I must go to Hay River this week if possible there is to be a grand hoe 
down at Downsville [Wisconsin] on the "Fourth of July." I must get myself in order 
or I shall not be able to dance with my usual ease and elegance. Mosquitoes are 
numerous this morning and sharp set. 
 
  
June 19, 1860 
 
    Hot as "Dante's Inferno" this morning and the mosquitoes are thicker than 
fiddlers in that place not mentionable to ears polite. Run the mill last night. I 
Washburn Jr. [Israel Washburn Jr.] was nominated for governor by the Maine 
State Convention the other day. He will have 30,000 majority at the September 
Election. Set that down as one of the things that will be. 
 
 
Monday June 25, 1860 
 
    Remember days that S.A. Douglas was nominated at Baltimore for President. 
He must be satisfied with the nomination for it is all he will get this year or ever. 
 
  



June 29, 1860 
 
    "I feel like one who treads alone Sam's Banquet Hall deserted." Mary left this 
morning and Frank [Frank Washburn Buffum] and it is lonely here to night as a 
grave yard. I must needs get me a house keeper of my own or I shall die of the 
blues. 
 
 
July 1, 1860 
 
    Sunday Morning. A beautiful morning this and cool. I have just taken my bread 
and milk and have put myself down for a comfortable smoke. I was at 
Menomonie yesterday after more me men but could get none. "Red shirts" are 
very scarce this season. It looks very much like rain. The Chippewa Valley went up 
tonight but did not ship. We had ought to have had some freight on her. 
 
  
July 4, 1860 
 
    "July the Fourth Old Seventy Six. Our fathers gave their foes a fix." Went to a 
picnic to day a sort of a fizzle in my opinion. Going a pleasuring this hot weather is 
not what it is cracked up to be. It is hardly likely that I shall go to another Fourth 
of July picnic for a year or more. 
 
  
July 20, 1860 
 
    Had a big Lincoln [Abraham Lincoln] demonstration in this city last night. 
Started co crew haying this morning. 
 
  
August 6, 1860 
 
    Have not looked in this book for more than two weeks. All wrong but I have 
been away from home the most of the time. I came down from "Glenguire" last 
night and must go to the Lake tomorrow if I can get away. 
 
 
 
 
 



August 19, 1860 
 
    A very fine day this and no error. I go to La + in the morning. Lewton left Friday 
last with 90 cribs of lumber. The river is getting very low. It is the lowest now that 
is ha sever been since I have been in this country. 
 
 
Sunday 2nd 
 
    Went up to Menomonie last night with HC Williemis and heard him make a 
speech to the Lincoln Club and came home this morning. Stayed all night with Mr. 
Bullard. 
 
  
Sunday 16 Sept. 
 
    Cold and wet this morning it has been raining more or less for two or three days 
and the river is rising. I did intend to go to St. Paul today but the weather is to [sic] 
unpleasant. Capt. Wilson and wife have gone. I should have gone with E had they 
not have gone. It is time to hear from Maine Election. I would like to know how 
they have voted there. I have set down "Gabes" [Israel Washburn Jr.] majority at 
20,000. Rather high I reckon but hope not. C. C. W. [Cadwallader Colden 
Washburn] out to be here this week. 
 
Thursday Oct 4, 1860 
 
    It has been a miserable misty misty day. Should neither sink nor let it alone. The 
river is rising a very little. I hope it may come up a foot or two and give is some 
logs. Tight work to keep the mill going with team. Mem. had a letter from the 
Governor [Israel Washburn Jr.] yesterday, must answer it by the next mail. 
 
 
Oct 9, 1860 
 
    Pennsylvania Election today. I would like to know right well how they have 
made it there today. If Curtis is elected Governor the fight is over. We had our 
Convention for this Assembly District last Saturday. Nominated Palma of 
Chippewa Falls. A good man I reckon and sound as the good. We have had a rise 
of a couple of feet in the river and now have logs enough to run the season out. 
Mem. Must write the Governor of Maine [Israel Washburn Jr.] tonight. 
 



Oct 15, 1860 
 
    We have heard from Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indianna. And the news it not bad 
to take. "Old Abe" [Abraham Lincoln] has a clear stack. I came up from Reads 
Landing to day. The river is falling fast. Weather fine. 
 
 
Friday, Oct 26, 1860 
 
    Cool today and gusty. I have worked a little to [sic] hard today and feel old 
tonight. The face is I am getting old. It strikes me that it is about time for me to be 
looking around for a helpmeet. If i don't find some one to keep house for me 
pretty soon I fear the game will be up. I must needs fall in love with some fair one 
and that speedily. 
 
Sunday Nov 4, 1860 
 
     A cold raw day, snowing a little. Sent Dicknor and Ficlet $3 for the Atlantic. Was 
at the Eau Galle last night took tea with Mr. Carson and Hannah and played 
euchre. 
 
  
Tuesday, Nov 6, 1860 
 
    The election is over. Now to hear who is the winning man. We have done well 
for Lincoln in this town. 41 votes for Lincoln to 9 for the Squatter. 
 
Nov 11, 1860 
 
    Came down from Hay River today. got some election results at Menomonie. 
"Old Abe" has split in good. Mem I must see his inauguration on the 4 of March. I 
must go to Pepin tomorrow. 
 
Nov 15, 1860 
 
    Came up from Pepin last night with Judge Bartlett. Pepin County gives Lincoln 
224 maj. Not bad for a one horse county. Had a letter from Vermont. Mem. must 
answer it next mail. 
 
 
 



Thursday Nov 22, 1860 
 
    It is snowing today like mad the first snow of the season. We have had a most 
magnificent fall the finest I ever knew. It is dull deeply so about here. I wish some 
one would get up a dance or a wedding or do something awful. A week from 
today is Thanksgiving day. I ought to have me a turkey for dinner seeing that "Old 
Abe" is elected. Mem must try and get me one anyhow. 
 
Nov 26, 1860 
 
    A cold night this and no error. Went to Bear Creek and crossed the river on the 
ice took tea with Mrs. Tiffany and played euchre. Bad crossing the Menomonie 
this morning. Had to ford in the slush ice. I hope to goodness it may freeze over 
before long. 
 
   
Nov 28, 1860 
 
    Warm today and slushy. I fear that we shall lose our ice again. I wish we might 
get some snow. Was over to the Eau Galle last evening. Tomorrow is Thanksgiving 
day. I should like to help eat a turkey but shall probably have to come down to my 
"old diet of pork and cabbage." Why in the name of goodness don't someone 
have a dance. I am just a spoiling for want of something of the sort. Cannot stand 
it much longer. Today was mail day and I did expect some letters but got nary a 
one and no papers less than a month old. 
 
Sunday, Dec, 2, 1860 
 
        This has been a most horrible long day. I have been at home all day alone. I 
must do something desperate and soon. I am bound not to live alone another 
winter if there is any woman's daughter in the country that will keep house for 
me. 
 
Dec 3, 1860 
 
    Cloudy and threatening snow. I wish we could get a little snow just to see how a 
sleigh would run. Congress meets today twill be a stormy session without doubt. 
The south must either back water or catch h--l. 
 
                There is nothing worth jotting down. Today dull and _______ times. A 
person who lives in this country ought to live twice as long as one who lives in the 



white settlements to get anywhere near his share of the good things of this world. 
I am not quite sure however but that he is worse off the longer he lives in this 
country "quim Sabe" not I certainly and if I did it is tout le mem shoes [sic. tout la 
meme chose: all the same thing]. 
 
Waubeck Dec 16, 1860 
 
    I came home from the "woods" two days since. I was over to the Eau Galle last 
night and partook of a Roast turkey at Mr. Carson's and played euchre. Today we 
had a turkey at Mr. Eaton's which I had the honor of dissecting. "Mem." The Eau 
Galle is a good place to go. 
        
 
Saturday Dec 22, 1860 
 
    A Bitter Cold day this. I have just returned from the funeral of R B Foster of 
Durand who was burned to death in his store night before last at Durand. "After 
life's fitful fever he sleeps well." "To die to sleep to sleep [sic] perchance to 
dream. For in that sleep of death what dreams may come." When we have 
shuffled up this mortal Coil must give us peace. 

 
 Journal Entries From 1861..... 

 
  1861  
Journal Entries  
of Samuel Benjamin Washburn 
Resident of Waubeek, Wisconsin 
 
Jan. 18 
 
Snowing like fury today. It looks now as though we might have a plenty of snow 
the rest of the winter. But heard from Read's         (Read's Landing, Wisconsin) this 
morning. They are playing the devil down South, six states have seceded. Let 
them rip if they think there is no hell. They will learn after a while that there is a 
God in Israel. 
 
Waubeek Feb. 21, 1861 
 
I would be glad if it were so I could go to Washington D.C. so as to be at Lincoln's 
inauguration, but fear it will not be possible. The fact is money is too sacred.  It is 
no difficult matter to get money enough to stay at home. I have never been at 
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Washington. The Washburn brothers ( Israel Jr., Algernon Sidney, Elihu Benjamin, 
Cadwallader Colden, Charles Ames, and William Drew Washburn) will all be there. 
Sure the writer of this Charles Ames Washburn arrived a few weeks since from 
California. William Drew Washburn left Minneapolis last Saturday and Elihu 
Benjamin Washburn and Cadwallader Colden Washburn have been here all 
winter. The Governor Israel Washburn Jr. and Uncle John will be there in about a 
week and it is a little to bad that I have to keep to my old diet of pork and 
cabbage. 
 
Waubeek Thursday March 21 
 
Cold March weather. The snow is all going off and no rise in the river. There is a 
report tonight that the South Carolina hell hounds propose to make a prisoner of 
war of Major Anderson when he leaves Fort Sumter. I must go up to Mondovi 
Saturday if the weather is good and I have nothing else to do. I wish the river 
would open out. We have been in jail here about long enough. 
 
March 22, 1861 
 
Judge Wetherbee Williams and Mr. Eaton called here today. Went to the Eau 
Galle with them and took tea. The news from the South looks bad tonight. There 
is a look of treason where I had not looked for it. Dr. McGilton died today at the 
Eau Galle. 
 
Monday March 25 
 
A lovely morning clear and balmy and spring like. A few such days will bring out 
the boats. I must go down the river next week as soon after town meeting as I can 
get off. Was over the river tonight and got some late papers. Nothing in them of 
any import. Why in the name of goodness don't they do something, either fight or 
back square out. If Lincoln's policy is to be like the last Administration, we have 
been finely sold. I cannot for the life of me see much improvement. 
 
Thursday 28 
 
Cold march weather. Dined with Mr. Carson today. There is a report that Congress 
has been convened by the President. I hope and trust that the report is true. It is 
also reported that Fort Sumter is to be maintained. I fear the last report is to good 
to be true. "Hope in Hope ever" 
 
 



Saturday March 30 
 
A very fine day. Went up to the mouth of the Menomonie this morning to look 
after the boom, found it all right. Started up the mill this afternoon and sawed 
some hard wood. I would have gone over the river this afternoon but for one 
thing. I wanted to go more than a little. 
 
Monday April 1861 
 
All Fool's Day. No news yet from the South. Got some papers from the Wahuchan 
mail LMT saw an account of a skirmish with the troops down south. I believe I did 
not see it however. 
 
Tuesday April 2, 1861 
 
Town meeting today. Polled 35 votes. The town of Waubeek did itself the honor 
of electing the writer of this Chairman of the Board of Supervisors also Justice of 
the Peace. I am going to the Lake in the morning and to La Crosse probably. It will 
be a relief to get out into the white settlement where you can get a world of news 
over in a dog's age. 
 
Thursday April 11 
 
Great news from down South tonight. We shall hear of fighting before many days. 
Gathered the first flowers of the season today. Ploughed my garden this 
afternoon. The river is falling a little today. Lots of logs coming in to the Boom 
from the Chippewa and very few from the Menomonie. 
 
Sunday April 14 
 
This has been a lovely day, clear and bright. We had a report yesterday that they 
are fighting at Charleston. I am impatient to know the result. I have spent the day 
very pleasantly at Chippewa with Mrs. Tiffany and her sister Loretta. The Chip 
Falls was in here tonight. 
 
Friday 26, April 
 
Went up on the river with C.C.W. It rained all of the afternoon like mad. There is a 
report of a fight at Fort Pickens. 
 
 



Monday May 13th 
 
Very wet today. Did not send out any lumber. Chip Valley was in here today 
brought up the grate bars and some pork. It is reported that the U.S. troops have 
made prisoners of war of 1,400 rebels in St. Louis. I hope it may be true, but they 
had better have killed them and saved paying their keep. 
 
May 15 1861 
 
Cold as Greenland today. Not a bit of trouble to keep cool. Nothing new from the 
Seat of War. Will they never get at the Traitors. "War to the Knife" is my doctrine 
and death to all traitors whether North or South. 
 
Thursday May 16 
 
A little warmer today, but not so much. The valley was in here today. No news. 
John Bradford Jr. came up today to take the new steamer. Was over the river a 
few moments today after some bunting to finish my "Star Spangled Banner." 
 
Monday May 20 
 
This is the first pleasant day that we have had for a month. Lewton has gone to 
Winona and I am captain of all hands. 
 
Sunday May 26 
 
It is raining like blue rain today. We shall have a plenty of water if it rains all the 
time after a while. I meant to have gone over the river today and will yet if it don't 
rain to hard. Got some later papers yesterday. No signs of fighting yet. I wish to 
goodness they would get at it. I am impatient to hear of the cleaning out of some 
of the scoundrels. 
Tuesday May 28 
 
The Valley came in today. Reports the killing of Colonel Ellsworth by the Rebels. 
War unto you Rebels after a little careless came down with his team.  
 
Friday June 21 
 
Got home from La Crosse this evening. Came up from the Lake with T.S. Hiller. 
They have had a small bit of a fight in Missouri and whipped out the traitors. Gen. 



Price is said to have been killed. Saw Loretta M. T at La Crosse. She left Sunday 
night for Milwaukee. 
 
Friday June 28 
 
Went to Dunnville today and got me another bird. I must see if I cannot get me a 
bird for a larger cage. This "Keeping Back" is all very fine for those that like it. I 
have been at it for a long time but mean to secede shortly. I was going to La 
Crosse tomorrow, but I have just learned that Mr. Nevins is coming up here 
Tuesday, so I shall hold on a little. The Dunn Co. Volunteers leave Dunnville 
tomorrow for the Seat of War.  
 
Monday 22, July 
 
Crowe has gone to the woods. Had a call from Mr. and Mrs. Prindle. Mrs. Prindle 
is one of the finest women that we have in this country. I have promised to dine 
with her tomorrow. Broke down the double rotary today.  
 
Tuesday July 23 
 
There is a report of a big fight in Virginia last Sunday at Bull Run. I hope the report 
that we have got may be true. Took tea tonight with Hannah. Was at Durand 
today and took dinner with Mrs. Prindle and had a nice dinner which is more than 
I have every day by a darned sight.  
 
July 24 
 
Hot as the "old boy" today. There is a rumor that our troops got scooped Sunday 
at Manassas Junction. I am anxious to hear more from there. Made a contract 
with Barker today to put in 1,000,000 feet of logs this winter.  
 
Thursday July 25 
 
It was very hot this morning. Had a letter from the U.S. Commissioner to 
Paraguay. (Charles Ames Washburn) He was to have left New York last Saturday. 
We had a fine shower tonight and it was very much needed about here.  
 
Friday July 26 
 
A warm day this very. Our troops have got a flailing down at Manassas. It looks to 
me as though it was time that we got rid of some of the dead heads in the Army. 



If our troops are to be cut up though the ignorance or something worse of our 
commanders in this way we had better give up the fight.  
 
Saturday August 17 
 
It has rained all forenoon. Did not run out any lumber. Took 30,000 shingles to 
Durand. I expected some letters today from New York, but got none. They had a 
big fight in Missouri a few days since. Gen. Lyons was killed after winning a 
splendid victory. It is to bad. We have but a few such men to lose. This is a 
Saturday night and I am all alone by myself. Homesick and lonesome as a dog. 
This living like a hermit may be sport to some people, but I have had enough of it 
and I propose to make a small change in the program. I must go down to Bear 
Creek tomorrow if it doesn't rain.  
 
Friday November 15 
 
A cold raw day and looks like snow. It is time to look for winter. I got a few goods 
today from La Crosse. It is said that H.W. Barnes is elected to the Assembly for 
Dunn County. I hope it may be so for I am slightly down on the "Bartlett Family." It 
is reported that Our Fleet have taken "Fort Macon" and Beaufort and are 
marching on Charleston. I hope that they will destroy Charleston and not leave 
even a Negro, but to tell where it stood. It is might dull and lonesome in this 
country. I don't see as I can stand it a great while in this way. Have to change the 
program a little I reckon.  
 
Nov 19 
 
I have received a Commission in the U.S. Navy today. I hardly know whether I will 
accept it or not.  It has rained all day today like blue rain. I was over to the Eau 
Galle last night and stayed over all night at Mr. Eaton's. 
 
Wednesday Dec. 11 
 
Came on to Washington D.C. this morning and put up at "Willards." Went up to 
the Capitol and heard Chas. Sumner eulogize Col. Baker. The finest thing that I 
ever listened to. A.S.W. (Algernon Sidney Washburn) came back from over the 
river. 
 
 
 
Sunday Dec 15 1861 



 
A quiet day. Went up to Elihu Benjamin Washburn's room for a while. A.S.W. has 
been over the river. Called at Cal Moore's this evening. I called to see Jim Lane last 
night. He is a great bag of wind. 
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